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A dictionary (also called a wordstock, word
reference, wordbook, lexicon, or vocabulary) is a
collection of words in one or more specific
languages, often listed alphabetically (or by
radical and stroke for ideographic languages),
with usage information, definitions, etymologies,
phonetics, pronunciations, and other information;
or a book of words in one language with their
equivalents in another, also known as a lexicon.
According to Nielsen (2008) a dictionary may be
regarded as a lexicographical product that is
characterised by three significant features: (1) it
has been prepared for one or more functions; (2)
it contains data that have been selected for the
purpose of fulfilling those functions; and (3) its
lexicographic structures link and establish
relationships between the data so that they can
meet the needs of users and fulfill the functions
of the dictionary.



General and special dictionaries

A broad distinction is made between general and
specialized dictionaries. Specialized dictionaries do
not contain information about words that are used in
language for general purposes—words used by
ordinary people in everyday situations. Lexical items
that describe concepts in specific fields are usually
called terms instead of words, although there is no
consensus whether lexicology and terminology are
two different fields of study. In theory, general
dictionaries are supposed to be semasiological,
mapping word to definition, while specialized
dictionaries are supposed to be onomasiological, first
identifying concepts and then establishing the terms
used to designate them. In practice, the two
approaches are used for both types.[2] There are
other types of dictionaries that don't fit neatly in the
above distinction, for instance bilingual (translation)
dictionaries, dictionaries of synonyms (thesauri), or
rhyming dictionaries. The word dictionary
(unqualified) is usually understood to refer to a
monolingual general-purpose dictionary.




Defining dictionaries

®  The simplest dictionary, a
defining dictionary, provides a
core glossary of the simplest
meanings of the simplest
concepts. From these, other
concepts can be explained and
defined, in particular for those
who are first learning a
language. In English, the
commercial defining
dictionaries typically include
only one or two meanings of
under 2000 words. With these,
the rest of English, and even
the 4000 most common
English idioms and metaphors,
can be defined.




Prescriptive & descriptive
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e & | exicographers apply two basic

philosophies to the defining of
words: prescriptive or descriptive.
Noah Webster, intent on forging a
distinct identity for the American
language, altered spellings and
accentuated differences in
meaning and pronunciation of
some words. This is why American
English now uses the spelling
color while the rest of the English-
speaking world prefers colour.
(Similarly, British English
subsequently underwent a few
spelling changes that did not affect
American English; see further at
American and British English
spelling differences.



Online dictionaries

I'he age of the Internet
brought online dictionaries to
the desktop and, more

recently, to the smart phone.

Skinner in 2013 noted that,
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lexicography, and modern
dictionaries do this well.
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B’“““"c'at’m Dictionaries for languages for which
o UHERR e bronunciation of words is not
——" apparent from, their spelling, such as
the English language, usually provide
the pronunciation, often using the
Internationall Phonetic Alphabet. For
example, the definition for the word
dictionary might be followed by the
phonemic spelling /'dikfeneri/.
% American dictionaries, however, often
—_use their own pronunciation spelling
systems, for example dictionary
dik-sha-nar-e, while the IPA is more
commonly used within the British
Commonwealth countries. Yet others
use a respelling system; for example,
dictionary may respelled DIK-sha-nair-
ee. Some on-line or electronic
dictionaries provide recordings of
words being spoken.



Monolingual dictionaries

A Monolingual learner's dictionary (or MLD) is
a type of dictionary designed to meet the
reference needs of people learning a foreign
language. MLDs are based on the premise
that language-learners should progress from
a bilingual dictionary to a monolingual one as
they become more proficient in their target
language, but that general-purpose
dictionaries (aimed at native speakers) are
inappropriate for their needs. Dictionaries for
learners include a great deal of information
Oon grammar, usage, common errors,
collocation, and pragmatics, which is largely
missing from standard dictionaries because
native speakers tend to know these aspects
of language intuitively. And while the
definitions in standard dictionaries are often
written in difficult language, those in a
monolingual learner’s dictionary aim to be
simple and accessible
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Bilingual dictionaries

» A bilingual dictionary or translation dictionary is a
specialized dictionary used to translate words or
phrases from one language to another. Bilingual
dictionaries can be unidirectional, meaning that they
list the meanings ofi words ofi one language in
another, or can be bidirectional, allowing translation
to and from both languages. Bidirectional bilingual
dictionaries usually consist of two sections, each
listing words and phrases of one language =
alphabetically along with their translation. In addition
to the translation, a bilingual dictionary: usually.
indicates the part of speech, gender, verb type,
declension model and other grammatical clues to
help a non-native speaker use the word. Other
features sometimes present in bilingual dictionaries
are lists of phrases, usage and style guides, verb
tables, maps and grammar references. In contrast to
the bilingual dictionary, a monolingual dictionary.
dhefines words and phrases instead of translating
them.
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